HIS  RELATION TO HIS COUNTRY

True, the people in their average taste and per-
ceptions are crude and flippant and superficial, and
often the victims of mountebanks and fools; yet,
as  forming the  body of  our social and political
organism, and the chief factor in the world-problem
of to-day, they are the exponents of great forces
and laws, and often, in emergencies, show the wis-
dom  and  unimpeachableness  of Nature herself.
Deep-hidden currents and forces in them are liable
to come to the surface, and when the politicians
get in their way, or miscalculate them, as so often
happens, they are crushed.   Whitman is a projec-
tion into literature of the cosmic sense and con-
science of the people, and their participation in the
forces that are shaping the world in our century.
Much comes to a head in him, much comes to joy-
ous speech and song, that heretofore had only come
to thought and speculation.  A towering, audacious
personality has appeared which is strictly the fruit
of the democratic spirit, and which has voiced itself
in an impassioned utterance touching the whole
problem of national and individual life.

The Whitman literature is democratic, not in the
sense that it caters to the taste of the masses or to
the taste of the average man; for, as a matter of
fact, the masses and the average man are likely to
be the last to recognize its value. The common
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